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Short ESSAY 


FOR 
Chriſtian Comfort, or Spiritual Joy. 


Wherein, by the plaineſt and moſt familiar Expreſſions, 
a weak Chriſtian may be able to make out his Title 
to the Heavenly Inheritance; or to make his Calling 
and Hlection ſure. Sincerely attempted, in order 70 
enlarge the Heart of a true Chrittian, to run rhe 
Nas of God's Commandments ;.and render the Toke 
of Chriſt eaſy, and his Burden light ; and make Way 
tor a true Belicver's comfortable Death. 
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The TrminDd EDiTtioN, with ADDITIONS. 
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Ifa. xl. 1. Comfort ye, comfort ye my People, ſaith your God : 
Speak ye comfortably to Feruſalem. 

1 Theſſ. v. 14. Now we exhort you, Brethren, warn them that 
are unruly, comfort the Feeble-minded, ſupport the Weak, 

2 Cor. xiii. 5. Examine yourſelves, whether you be in the Faith, 


prove your own ſelves, "I 
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Believer's Evidences 


FOR 


HE A V E N. 


9 aan heath e e l he 32 97 the 


The INTRODUCTION. 
\N TE Converſation with ſome ſerious 


Chbriſtians, I have been ready to think, 
chat ſome of them lie under this ſad 


b = © Miſtake, to ſuppoſe, that a good Part of 


Chriſtian Religion conſiſts in Doubts and 

Fears; or that it is aVirtue to be almoſt always com- 
Plaining; But whatſoever Place theſe may take in a 
Chriſtian's Life, yet to be always doubting and com- 
plaining, is the Way to bring up an evil Report of 
the good Ways of God, and to ſtrengthen others in 
their Prejudices againſt them. A Chriſtian caſt 
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[4 ] 
down, is like an Inſtrument of Muſick out of 
Tune, which, till it is fer in Order, will make no 
good Muſick; ſo is a Chriſtian under Fears and 
Doubts, unfit to praiſe God, or to comfort or 
ſtrengthen others; for he forgets former Mercies, 
overlooks preſent, and calls in Queſtion thoſe that are 
to come; thus God is much diſhonoured, and Re- 
ligion, his own Soul, and others, ſuffer by his evi}. 
Frame. Therefore there ought to be Room in the 
Heart of every Child of God, for rejoicing in the 
Lord, and joying in the God of their Salvation; to re. 
Joice in Chriſt eſus; and to rejoice, that our Names 
are written in the Book of Life. I confeſs, that many 
a dear Child of God, that feareth the Lord, and o- 
beyeth the Voice of his Servant, may walk in Darkneſs, | 
and have no Light, Ila. l. 10. But this Darkneſs of 
God's own Children, may be much owing to them- 
{clves. They labour after the Death of Sin; but | 
they do not ſee it their Duty to labour after Cm. 
ort. I am well ſatisfied, if true Believers ſaw it 
to be their Duty to rejoice in the Lord, and to re- 
joice in Chriſt ſeſus, they would take more Cate 
about it; becauſe as their Hearts are upright with 
God, they have Reſpet to all his Commandments. To 
ſhew that it is their Duty, we need to add but that 
one plain expreſs Command, Phil. iv. 4. Rejoice in 
the Lord always; and again, I ſay, Rejoice. It is for 
this end, among others, that we have that Charge 
left with us, 2 Pet. i. 10. Give all Diligence to 
make your Calling aud Election ſure, Wherein ob- 
ſerve theſe five Things: N 
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1. That there is ſuch a thing as Election, 
(...) We have this Doctrine aſſerted under the 
Notion of God's choofing. Eph. i. 4. According as be 
hath choſen us in him, oe the © Foundation of the 
World. And we have theſe two Terms put togethet? 
88 e 


- 


„ 
one explaining the other. Mar. xiii. 20. For the 
Elects ſake 47 45 he hath choſen. 3 

(2.) We have this Doctrine aſſerted under the 
Term Ordination. Act. xiit. 48. As man) as.were 
ordained to enternal Life believed | 

(3.) We have it under the Notion of Prediſtina- 
tion, Rom. viii. 29, 30. Whom he did foreknow, he 
alſo did predeſtinate, &c. That is, ele&, chooſe or- 
dain, and appoint unto eternal Life. 

(4.) There are Abundance of Texts of Scrip- 
ture, wherein we have the very Word Elect.. Electea, 
and Election. Matth. xxiv. 22, 24, 31. Rom. viii. 
3% £3» „ CO mm. 1%. 1 T0, L-4. 
2 Tim. ii. 10. Tit. i. 1. 1 Pet. 1. 2 With many 
more. | 9 8 

They, therefore, that will lay aſige this Doc- 
trine, are under a Neceſſity of blotting our a good 
Part of the holy Scriptures, or diſtinguiſh them out 
of the Church ; but let them think of that awful 
Text, Rev. Xxii. 19. If any Man ſhall take away 
from the words of this Book, God ſhall take away his 
Part out of the Book of Life, &c. 


2. That the Knowledge of it is attainable ; for 
the Knowledge of its undoubted Fruits and 
Effects have been, and is ſtill, obtain'd and en- 
joy'd by many, as is evident by ſuch Ex- 

preſſions as theſe: Ve know that we are paſſed 

from Deathto Life. The Crown of Life, "which 
Cod the Righteous Fudge, ſhall give tome at that 
Day. And there are theſe three Ways whereby 
we may know our Election. 

(I.) By the Power of the Word of God upon our 
Hearts, 1 Theſ. i. 5. Knowing, Brethren, Beloved, your 
Election of God ; for cur Goſh) came n Fro you in Word 
only, bat in Power, ccc. 


(2.) It 


3 

(2.) It may be known, by our Faith in Jeſus 

Chriſt, Act. xiii. 38. As many as were ordained 10 
eternal Life believed. 


| (3.) It may be known, by our Hatred of Sin, 


and by our Love to, and longing after Holineſs, 


2 The. ii. 13. God hath from the beginning choſen you 
to Salvation, through Sanctiſication of the Spirit, &c. 


3. That ſome, even of the Brethren, may be at a 
Loſs about their Intereſt in it. 

(i.) For want of diligent Search of their Hearts, 
and comparing themſelves with the Word of God 
How ſhould any one know how it is between God 
and their Souls, it they will not give all diligenceto 
know it ? | 

(2.) To teach us that God is an abſolute Sove- 
reign, and may diſpoſe of his Acts of Grace as 
ſeemeth good to him. | 

(3.) To keep them humble in Remembrance of 
Sin, and to render Sin the more bitter. 


) To teach them to live more by Faith than 


by Sight. If Believers had always their Mercies in 
Hand, where would be the room for Prayer, Faith, 
Hope, and Patience ? 

(5.) To teach them not to live upon their Frames 
and comfortable Enjoyments ; but upon Jeſus Chriſt 
and the Covenant of Grace, and the Fulneſs thereof, 
by Faith, To exerciſe the Faith of Reliance on 
Chriſt, when they want Aſſurance and Comforr. 

. (6.) That they may prize the Mercy the more 
when it comes, and be the more thankful to God 
for ſo great, good, ſuitable, and ſo free a Mercy. 

(7.) To make them the more experienced Chri- 
ſtians, and the more able to ſuccour thoſe that are 
tempted, and pity thoſe that are in Trouble. 


4+ That it is the Duty of the Brethren, or of all 
Believers, to give a/l diligence ro obtain the 
Knowledge 


| [3 ] 


Knowledge of it. This lies plain in the Form 
of the Words: and it is, undoubtedly, their 
Mercy, as well as their Duty: For if the Mercy 
ſhall be obtained, it will be followed with theſe 
further uſeful Fruits. 
(1.) It will ſerve to reconcile us to the whole 
Will of God in his Providence. 

(2.) It teaches to admire free Grace, and tends to 
make and keep humble and thankful. | 
(3-) It will be as Cords of Love to tieup t 
believing Soul to the ſteady Practice of Godlineſs, 
1 Fohn iii. 3. Hethathath this Hope in him puriſieth 

himſelf, even as he | that is God] is pure, 


5. That proper Means muſt be made uſe of, in or- 

der to obtain it. As, Fr 

(1.) We muſt pray for the Guidance and Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Spirit of God, whoſe Work it is as the 
Spirit of Grace, to bring Souls into an Eſtate of 
Grace; and then, as the Spirit of Adoption, ta wit- 
neſs with their Spirits, that they are the Children of 
God. | | > 
(2.) We muſt diligently ſtudy the Word of 
God; that's the beſt Means to acquaint us with 
God's Way of Salvation of Sinners; or in what 
Order God brings his Sons to Glory; and what Charac- 
ters they bear, that are true Citizens of Zion. 

(3.) We muſt carefully ſearch and examine our 
own Hearts, and their working, and what is the Bent 
of our Souls; which Way the Byaſs of our Affec- 
tions leans, whether towards Sin and Vanity, or to- 
wards God, Feſtus Chrift, and Holineſs * Whether a 
Name to live, and a Form of Godlineſs, will ſatisfy us; 
or whether we are truly concern'd about the Life 
and Power of Religion, and the Svour and tranſ- 
forming Virtue of Divine Truths on our Hearts? 
This is the Way to know our effefFual Calling; and 
that again, will clear up our being choſen of God to 

Salvation. 
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E 
Salvation. But let it be obſerved, that though the 

Heart may not yet be thus working towards God, we 
muſt not conclude from thence, that ſuch are not 
choſen to Salvation; no, we have no ſuch Warrant 
from the Word of God. Bur I have to do with 
thoſe that are effe&ually called to Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, who find theſe Workings of Heart towards 
God more or leſs, yet may remain under Doubts and 
Fears about their Eſtate ; Which Fears may proceed 
either. 

I.] From a dull, heavy, natural Temper: A 
melancholy Conſtitution is commonly attended 
with Doubts and Fears. | 

{ 2. ] They may be a Fruit of Negligence; which 

may be one Occaſion of that neceſſary Charge: 

Give all Diligence to make your calling and Elec- 

tion ſure. Many declare, that their Darkneſs is 
a great Trouble to them; yet do not labour 
hard to get Comfort, though, I confeſs, Spiri- 
tual Comfort doth not depend altogether upon 
our Diligence, yet is very ſeldom, if ever, ob- 
tained without it. 
(3.] Believers Doubts and Fears may proceed from 
their Ignorance ; for ſome are ready to think, 
that where true Grace is wrought in the Heart, 
they ſhould find little elſe but Grace there. But 
ſuch muſt obſerve, that there are three Eſtates 
of Men. 


- 1.] An Eſtate of Nature. Then Sin reigns with 
very little Diſturbance. The ftrong Man armed keeps 
the Palace in Peace. EE 
2.] An Eſtate of Glory. There Grace ſhall reign 
without any Oppofition. But, 

3.] There is an Eſtate of Grace, which is the 
preſent Eftate of Believers. Then Grace reigns in 


the Heart and Life; but Grace being but wt 


2 


ind Corruption ſtrong, the Fleſh Jufteth againſt the 
Spirit, as well as the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, and ever 
will do ſo, till Grace hath wrought out all Corrup- 
tion from the Soul, which it will certainly do; for 
Grace is like Mordecai and Sin like Haman; Grace 
is of the Seed- Royal; therefore how ſtrong ſoever 
Sin may be at preſent, it muſt fall before it. Grace 
is like the Houſe of David, and Corruption like the 
Houſe of Saul, 2 Sam. iii. 1. though they may be 
obſtinarely contending for a while, yer the Houſe of 
David ſballwaæ ftronger and ſtronger, and the Houſe of 
Saul ſhall wax weaker and weaker. Some through 
their Ignorance, areready to Fear, that they have no 
true Faith ; becauſe they find ſo much Unbelief remain- 
ing and working in them. But ſuch muſt remember, 


that all the Children of God are not of the ſame Sta- - 


ture. Some, like Abrabam, are ſtrong in Faith; or 
like that Woman, to whom our Lord ſaid, O No- 
man, great is thy Faith. Others, like thetrue Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, are of little Faith: To whom that 
Queſtion might be pur, which Chriſt put to his 
Diſciples, where is your Faith? He knew they had 
Faith in their Hearts, but not in Exerciſe. Others 
fear they have notrue Love to Feſus Chriſt, becauſe they 
are not taken enough with him. It this is truely thy 
Grief, thou loveſt Chriſt, though thou doſt not 
love him as thou wouldſt; thou may'ſt be ſure thy 
Love will be perfe&ed, though, as yet, it is but 
weak; becauſe thy Faith is weak. Others queſtion 
the Truth of their Repentance, becauſe they thinktheir 
Sorrow for Sin has not gone deep enough; if it has not 
gone ſo deep in thy Soul, as in ſome others, that 


may be thy Mercy on ſome Accounts; but has it 


gone deep enough to imbitter Sin to thee; and to 
bring thee, as a poor, guilty, unclean, loſt Soul, to 
Jeſus Chriſt, for whole Salvation; and to make thee 
watch and war againſt it? It fo, thy Deſire of more 


& but a Temptation, _ for Sin doth not come 
all 
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[ 10 ] 
all at once; neither doth it proceed only from our 
looking upon Sin; but from our looking upon Fe. 
ſus Chriſt crucified by Faith. Zech. xii. 10. They 
{hall look upon me whom they have pierced, and thiy | 
all mourn, &c. Deep Sorrow for Sin comes al, | 
from a Senſe of the Mercy and Love of God in Chrip 
as extended to ſuch a Sinful Soul; therefore as Faith | 
grows, ſo will Sorrow for Sin. Others queſtion 
their Humility and Sincerity ; becauſe they feel ſome | 
Actions of Pride and Hypocriſy in their Hearts, Itisa 
Mercy that thy Heart is ſo faithful as to obſerve, 
and hate their Motions; it's a * of the Holineſs 
of thy Heart, in that it is grieved on that Account: | 
It cannot bear that which is evil. This is an un- 
doubted Evidence of Sancti fication. 

Many weak Chriſtians queſtion, whether they 
are ever like to get ſafe to Heaven; becauſe they find | 
in themſelves ſo little Meetneſs for the Place, or its Work | 
and Enjoyments. To which I may anſwer, that as 
the Infant is not preſently a Man, no more is the | 
new Creature ee made perfect. 

In the Family of God there are little Children and 
Babes in Chriſt; and being Children of God, are in- 
tituled to all the Children's Portion. They are 
Children in Knowledge, yet they know the Father. They 
are Children in Grace, yet their Sins are pardoned. And 
being Chiloren, they are Heirs of Glory. The great 
Creator of the World did nor finiſh his Work all 
in one Day; nor doth he, as the God of Grace, bring 
a Soul all at once, to a perfect Man in Chriſt. Tho 
he works all our Works in us, and for us, yet he leaves 
Room for us to pray, and wait for further Degrees 
ol Grace and Strength, in the Way of his Grdi- 
nances. 

If any of the Things beforemention'd are thy 
Doubts and Fears, then put ſuch Petitions into thy 
Prayers: Lord, .increaſe our Faith. Lord, I believe, 
help thou my Unbelieſ, 10 

8 | n 
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And as thy Fears may ariſe from thy Ignoranced 
let that be the Matter of thy Prayer: What I know 
not, teach thou me. 

And when thou art aftaid thou ſhalt come ſhort 
of Heaven, becauſe thou haſt ſo /ittle Meetneſs for 
it; think how thou wouldſt anſwer a Child, that 
might be diſcouraging himſelf thus: O, I fear J 
” ſhall never be a Man; becauſe I have ſo little Skill 
aud Strength for the Work of a Man. 

Poor humble Soul! who made thee meet for 
any Parts of thy preſent Work, by giving thee 
Knowledge of, and an Heart inclin'd to any religi- 
ous Exerciſes? The ſame God of Grace that hath 
appornted to his little Flock a Kingdom, will make them 
meet for it. 1 Col. xii. Giving Thanks to the Father, 
who hath made us meet to be Partakers of the Inhe- 
ritance of the Saints in Light. 

Grace in Truth, though weak, is Meetneſs for 
Heaven ; and we ſhall be more meet, when Grace 
ſhall be perte&ed. 

Some are afraid they ſhall come ſhort of Heaven; 
becauſe it is ſaid, 1 Pet. iv. 18. That the Righteous are 


ſcarcely ſaved. Lanſwer; Iconfeſs, that Soul-Salva- 


tion is a very difficult Work; if we confider the 
Nature of it, or its Subjects, how full of Sin; or 
its Enemies, how many and powerful; and the Mul- 
titudes of Temptations that lie in the Way. Alltheſe 
render the Salvation of Souls very Difficult. But 
when we think of theſe things, we ſhould alſo 
think, whoſe Work it is, and what are the Oualiſica- 
tions of the Saviour; how wiſe and Skilful; how 
Powerful; how Faithful; how full of Merit, Mercy, 
and Grace; and that he is Feſus theſame Yefterday, to 
Day, and for ever. And that he ever lives, in Hea- 
ven, to make Interceſſion for them that come to Cod by 
vim. Thus, though ſaving- Work is difficult in it 
ſelf, and though it is impoſſible for us to be our 
own Saviours, yet all things are eaſy with God, It is 
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as eaſy for Jeſus Chriſt to ſave through many and 


great Difficulties, as through a few and little ones. Sal- 
vation is Chriſt's Work, and the more, or the great- 
er the Difficulties are, the more Glory will redound 
to him, for finiſhing his Work powerfully, notwith- Þ 
ſtanding all Oppoſition; and graciouſly, notwith- Þ 
ſtanding the Unworthineſs of the Subjects. There- 
fore he ſhall receive the Aſcriptions of Power, as 
well as of Grace, when he ſhall have finiſhed his 
Saving- Work. Rev. v. 11.12. And I beheld and 
beard a Voice of many Angels round about the Throne, 
aud the living Creatures and Elders, and the Number of | 
them was ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and tbou- 
ſands of thouſands, ſaying with @ loud Voice, Worthy | 
is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive Power, and Wiſe. | 
dom and Riches, and Strength and Honour, and Glory, 
and Bleſſing. Hut after all is {aid of this Nature, in 
ſhort, I affirm, that the Apoſtle doth nor ſpeak there 
of Soul-Salvation, but of temporal Deliverance from | 


a temporal Calamity, i. e. of the Deliverance of the 


Faithful from the common Calamity that befell the * 
Jewiſh Nation, by the Romans deſtroying their City 
Feruſalem, &c.under the Conduct of Titus Veſpaſian, | 
about forty Years after Chriſt. Ir pleaſed God to 


fave ſome, by inclining them to hearken unto a 


Voice he ſent them from Heaven, Go to Pella; they 
that hearkned not to it, fell in the common Calami- 


ty. The Context makes it very plain, that this 1s 
the true Senſe of the Text: for, | 
1. It is ſaid, Ver. 12. that God's Deſign in bring- 


ing his People under that great Judgment was, to tu | 


them, not to 2 them. 
2. They are bid, 


thing happened to them. It was ſomething that o- 
ther Children of God had gone thro before them: 
And ſo is near of Kin to that Text, 1 Cor. x. 13. 
No Temptation hath overtaken you but ſuch as is com- 
Won to Man, &c. 


3. Theſe 


not to think that ſome firange | 


LS: 3 

3- Theſe are ſaid to be Chriff's Sufferings, Ver. 13. 
. e. ſomething that they were to undergo for the 
ſake of Chrift, and the Goſpel of Chriſt: 

4. They are bid 70 rejoice in them, Ver. 13. that 
they ſhould be ſo honoured, as to ſuffer for the 
Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt. | 

5. The Kind of the Suffering, in one Branch of 
it, is expreſs d, Ver. 14. If ye are reproached for the 
Name 4 Chriſt. | | 

6. They are directed how to behave themſelves 
under the Trial Ver. 16. namely, with Courage be- 
coming Chriſtians ſuffering in agood Cauſe: If any 


ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed ; but glorify 


God on this Behalf. 

7. The Godly in their Afflictions and Sufferings 
are bid to commit the keeping of their Souls to God. as to 
a fait bful Creator, i. e. Preſerver. God hath nor ex- 
empted his own dear Children from the fiery Trial 
+ outward Afflictions; but hath promiſed better 

ings. | 

( ) That he will be with them in their Afflicti- 
ons. 1/ai. xliii. 2. Fear not; for lam with thee, when 
thou 940% through the Waters, when thou wal bet 
through the Fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall 
the Flame kindle upon thee.  _ | 

(2.) God hath promiſed to do his People Good 
by their Afflictions: Verily, I will do thee Good. 


This the Saints experienced, Rom. viii. 28. We know 


that all things work togetber for good tothem that love 


God, to them that are called according to his Purpoſe, 


8. I will add but this one Conſideration more, to 
the Anſwer already givento the laſt ſuppoſed Ground 
of Fear; that is, Je the Soul ſhould miſs of Heaven; 
becauſe it is faid, that the Righteous are ſcarcely. 
A And I think! it ſufficient to ſtand of ĩt ſelf. 

c 18 this: . | (155 13030 

To ſay, that the Souls of the Righteous are 
ſcarcely ſaved from Hell, would reit diſbonour * 
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4 J 
the Lord * the Saviour. For whence ari- 
ſes the Difficulty of their Souls-Sal vation? Doth the 
Wiſdom or Power of jeſus Chriſt fail? Or are his 
Merits too ſhort ? Or is his Fountain of Grace like to 
be dry? No, He is able to ſave to the uttermoſ them 
that come to o by him. Let their Enemies be never 
ſo ftrong, numerous, watchful, and crafty; or let 
che Subjects of his ſaving Grace be never fo wweakand 
unworthy; yet jeſus Chriſt can, and will fave them 
glonouſly, | .,. 

Some are afraid they ſhall miſs of Heaven; becauſe 
their Sins have not ouly been many, but have been at- 
rended with ſuch Aggravations, that they fear th 
have finned the Sin againit the Holy Ghoſt, which 
ſhall never- be forgiven, Matth. xii. 31, 32. for, 
they think, they have ſinned wilfully, after they had 
received the Knowledge of the Truth. And they 
read, Heb. x. 26. That there remained no more ga- 
crifice for Sin; but à certain fearful hooking for of 
Judgment, and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour 
the Adverſaries. To this we muſt anſwer, that e- 
very great Sin is not the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; 
nor every great Sin committed fe gr Light, nor 
every Sia againſt the Spirit of God, is not the un- 
pardonable Sin. But the unpardonable Sin, or 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is a Sin whereby Feſus 
Chriſt, and his one Sacrifice is left, by any Profeſſor 
of the Chriftian Religion, that is the Sinning wil- 

fully; and when Men leave the one Sacrifice of 
Jeſus Chriſt, there is no other Sacrifice available 
to take away Sin. The Meaning is not, that if any 
Profeſſor be guilty of preſumpruous Sin, after they 
have received the Knowledge of the Truth, then 
there is no Room for their Sacrifice, 7. e. Prayer, 
Se. But if Chriſt's Sacrifice be left, there is no 
other Sacrifice appointed of God to take away Sin. 
- 'The Sin againft the Holy Ghoſt is an hypocritical 
Profeſſor's deſpitefully caſting off his profeſſed Subjec- 
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tion to Feſus Chriſt, and Faith in the Doctrines of 
Chriſt; and contemning God's only Way of Salvation 
of Sinners, through the Blood and Merits of Chriſt, 
and maliciouſly ſpeaking and acting againſt Feſus 
Chriſt, and his Holy Spirit, Heb. x. 28, 29. When 
I have been poſleſs'd with ſuch Fears, I have ſa- 
tisfied my ſelf thus: | 

1. My Conſcience bears me Witneſs, that T am 
fincere with God. This hath been, and is mighty 
Releif to me; becauſe none bur Hypocrites commit 
this Sin. 

2. I heartily approve of God's Way of Salvation 
by Faith in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and in a con- 
tant Courſe of Obedience and Holineſs; I do 
not, I cannot leave Jeſus Chriſt ; but defire to live 
on him for all Salvation. | 

3. I cannot ſpeak contemptibly and reproachful- 
ly of Jeſus Chriſt, or of any of his Doctrines or 
Ordinances, nor bear to hear others do ſo, I would 
not entertain one low, or unworthy Thought of 
em Chriſt, or of the Spirit of God, or any of 

is Works, or Ways. g 

4. IT am glad when I can do any thing to pro- 
claim the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of Jelüs Chriſt, 
or do any thing that may ſpread his Name, and 
promote his Kingdom, or put Souls upon Enquiry 
after him. 

I conclude alſo, that I never ſhall fin that Sin ; 
becauſe I am born of God, and have the Seed of 
his eſpecial Grace in my Heart. 1 John iii. 9. Who- 
ſoever is born of God, doth not commit Sin ; 2 his 
Seed remaineth in him; and he cannot fin ; becauſe 
he is born of God, He doth not, cannot fin, as he 
uſed to do, and to make a Trade of it, and to do it 
with Delight. But eſpecially, he cannot fin 0 
Death. God hath not engaged any where in his 
Word, to keep his People from Sin; but he will 
keep them from ſuch Sin as might ſhut them 1 
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Ei 
of Heaven. 2 Tim. iv. 18. The Lord ſpall deliver 
me from every evil Work, and will preſerve me to his 
Heavenly Kingdom. | 

The Degſin of the following Pages is, to cor- 
rect ſuch Miſtakes as have been now taken Notice 
of, and to ſet a fincere Believer in the Way, how 
to think right about his Eſtate, his Way, his Work, 
and his End; and thereby to prevent many hurry. 
ing Fears and Doubts, that often diſtract the Minds, 
and weaken the Hearts and Hands of the Children 
' | of God, in the Way of their Duty ; and to en- 
[ large their Hearts for Praiſe, Service, and Obedi- 
ence to God. As the things herein contain'd were 
| defigned not for full Stomachs, but for hungry Souls, 
| T have taken more Thought of the Matter, than 
| of the Manner of Ex a na And that Method 
| beſt anſwers our Ray a Defign, that may, with 
* moſt Eaſe, and the greateſt Plainneſs, direct doubt- 
4 ing Souls where. to find an Anſwer dire&ly ſuited 
' to their Queſtions. 


F While I have taken Care to give the Children 
1 their Bread, I have alſo taken Care to cruſh thoſe 
x two great Enemies of Souls and Chriſtian Religion, 
|# viz. ſpiritual Sloth and carnal Security. Some Fo 
1 on that Side held my Hand for a while from ex- 
6 | poſing theſe to the View of others, which firſt 
i 

} | were deſign'd but for my own Uſe. But we can 
| neither do nor ſay any thing, which a deceitful 
| Heart is not ready, like the Spider, with his filthy 
Nature, to convert and change all into Poiſon. If 
we are careful to give the Chilaren their Bread, 
the Dogs are ready to run away with it. We can- 
not tell in what Terms to ſet forth the Miſery of 
unconverted Sinners; but the bumble Diſciples of 
Chriſt are ready to take all Home to themſelves. 
And we cannot tell how to ſpeak for the Comfort 
of ſincere Chriſtians, but bare Profeſſors will catch 
| at it, as all their own. But if any will pleaſe _ 
[| elves 


1 

ſelves with theſe things, who know no Change of 
Heart and Life, nor are careful about Holineſs; be 
it at their Peril #0 build an Houſe upon the Sand: 
Such falſe Hopes, as they do not betrer their Eſtate 
now; fo they will leave them ſadly diſappointed, 
and aſhamed at laſt. There is one thing more I 
advertiſe the Reader of; and that is, that as ſome of 
theſe Evidences may interfere, and ſome things be 
mentioned more than once or twice, under differ- 
ing Heads, the Deſign of that was, that as one Par- 
ticular might ſerve to clear up two or three Things, 
as well as one, | as is clear in Scripture, as to the Par- 
ticulars of Faith and Love, &c. For Faith is an 
Evidence. | 

1. Of our being ordained to eternal Life. AFs 
xitl. 48. As many as were ordained to eternal Life 
believed. | 

2. Of our Juſtification, or the Pardon of our 
Sins. Alls xiii. 39. He that believeth is juſtified from 
all things, from which he could not be juſtified by 
the Law of Moſes. | 

3. Of our Adoption. x Fohn xii. As many as 
received him, to them gave he Power to become the 
Sons of God, even to as many as believed on his 
Name. Gal. iii. 26. 77 are all the Children of 
God by Faith in Chriſt Feſus. FEE 

4. Of Heaven. Mark xvi. 16. He that beltey- 
eth, and is baptized, ſball be ſaved.} 

I fay, I have taken this Liberty, that the par- 
ticular thing immediately under Conſideration, might 
lie the plainer before the Reader, without Referen- 
ces to other Pages; which would, too much inter- 
rupt the Reading ; eſpecially to thoſe that are not 
very ready at finding out the Pages and Heads, that 
might have been neceſſary to have referred unto. 
I have often found, that ſomething of this Nature 
has been of Uſe to fincere, but doubting Chriſti- 
ans: And I have found on of good Uſe ro my 

own 
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own Soul; if they may be ſo to thine, let Gog 
have the Glory, and he hath his bef End, who is 


thy Soul's Friend, and defires to 


yg be an Helper of 


The EVIDEN CES. 


HEN a fincere Chriſtian ſeriouſly put 
this weighty Queſtion to himſelf: Sha/l 1 
go to Heaven or not? There is but here and there 


one that can give himſelf a ſatisfaqtory Anſwer to | 


it. They are well ſatisfied of their Sincerity ; but 
having ſo little Grace and ſo much Corruption; ſo 
many Enemies, and ſo little Strength; ſo much, and 
ſo aiſſicut Work, and fo little Ability for it; that 
though they heartily determine to keep in the Ways 
of God, yet how things may end with them, they 
are very much at a Loſs. They know, that be that 
continues to the End ſhall be ſaved. But they fear, 
leſt their treacherous Hearts ſhould depart from 
God. This Fear prevails; becauſe they forget, or 
are too little acquainted with the Nature of God's 
new Covenant ; whereby a Believer's Relation to 
God, and his Intereſt in his Covenant Mercies, are 
effectually, eternally, ſecured. Fer. xxxii. 4. I will 
make an everlaſting Covenant with them, that I will 
act turn away from them to do them good; but I will 
put my Fear in their Hearts, that they ſhall not de- 
part from me. The beſt Way to bring ſincere 
Chriſtians to rejoice in Hope of the Glory of God, 
is to ſhew them: 


I. That they have ſaving Grace wrought in their 
Hearts; that they have received the int Fruits 
of the Spirit; that the Spirit of Grace hath 
wrought. in them the things that accompany 
Salvation ; ſuch things as are the Beginnings 

of eternal Lite. 
IT. 'That where God hath begun a good Was 
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there he will preſerve it to the Day of Feſus 
Chriſt ; for his Gi and Callings 4 of 
Repentance ; that the Lord will perfect thai 
which concerneth his People's Salvation. When 
God hath married any Soul to himſelf, he 
hateth putting away. | 


That I ſhall go to Heaven, I prove thus to my 
ſelf: Thoſe that have received the things that accom- 
pany Salvation, they ſhall go to Heaven : But I have 
received the things that accompany Salvation; there- 
fore I ſhall go to Heaven. 

That they ſhall go to Heaven that have received 
the things that accompany Salvation, is proved by 
the Word of God. Pſal. xiii. 8. The Lord will 
perfect that which concerneth me. Phil. i. 6. Being 
confident of this very thing, that he that hath begun 
a good Work in you, will perform it to the Day of 
Feſus Chriſt. This Confidence of a true Believer, 
is founded on the Unchangeableneſs of God, and the 
unalterable Settlement of God's Covenant ; which 
is ordered in all things, and ſure; whereby a true 
Believer's Salvation is ſecured, even at ſuch Times, 
as it may not go well with his Frame of Heart, no 
more than with his Houſe. 

That I have obtained the things that accompany 
Salvation, I ſatisfy my ſelf thus: 

I am eſfectually, ſavingly taught of God, 

1 am brought from Death to ſpiritual Life. 

Ido believe in the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 

I am juſtified, my Sins are pardon d. 

Jam, in ſome Meaſure, truly ſantified. 

T have a Covenant-Relation to God. 

I do love God and Feſus Chriſt in Sincerity. 

Theſe are the Reaſons of my Hope of Heaven! 
and theſe Particulars will fill up the remaining 
Pages. N 

I. The fr Evidence for Heaven is, my being ef 

| C 2. fe Gually, 


= 
own Soul; if they may be ſo to thine, let Goa 


have the Glory, and he hath his Be End, who is | 
thy Soul's Friend, and deſires to be an Helper of | 


thy Foy. 
The EVIDENCES. 


HEN a fincere Chriſtian ſeriouſly put 
this weighty Queſtion to himſelf: S 

go to Heaven or not? There is but here and there 
one that can give himſelf a ſatisfactory Anſwer to 
it. They are well ſatisfied of their Sincerity ; but 
having ſo little Grace and ſo much Corruption; ſo 


many Enemies, and fo little Strength; ſo much, and 


ſo aifficuit Work, and ſo little Ability for it; that 
though they heartily determine to keep in the Ways 
of God, yet how things may end with them, they 
are very much at a Loſs. They know, that be that 
continues to the End ſhall be ſaved. But they fear, 
leſt their treacherous Hearts ſhould depart from 
God. This Fear prevails ; becauſe they forget, or 
are too little acquainted with the Nature of God's 
new Covenant; whereby a Believer's Relation to 
God, and his Intereſt in his Covenant Mercies, are 
effectually, eternally, ſecured. Fer. xxxii. 4. I will 
make an everlaſting Covenant with them, that I will 
act turn away from them to do them good; but I will 
put my Fear in their Hearts, that they ſhall not de- 
part from me. The . beſt Way to bring ſincere 
Chriſtians to rejoice in Hope of the Glory of God, 


is to ſhew them: 


I. That they have ſaving Grace wrought in their 
Hearts; that they have received the firſs Fruits 
of the Spirit; that the Spirit of Grace hath 
wrought. in them the things that accompany 
Salvation ; ſuch things as are the Beginnings 

of eternal Lite. 


IT. 'That where God hath begun a good Work, 


there 


CO] 
there he will preſerve it to the Day of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; for his Oh and Callings & — 
Repentance; that the Lord will perfet# that 
which concerneth his People's Salvation. When 
God hath married any Soul to himſelf, he 
hateth putting away. | 


That I ſhall go to Heaven, I prove thus to my 
ſelf: Thoſe that have received the things that accom- 
pany Salvation, they ſhall go to Heaven : But I have 
recetved the things that accompany Salvation ; there- 
fore T ſhall go to Heaven. 

That they ſhall go to Heaven that have received 
the things that accompany Salvation, is proved by 
the Word of God. Pſal. xiii. 8. The Lord will 
perfect that which concerneth me. Phil. i. 6. Being 
confident of this very thing, that he that hath begun 
a good Work in you, will perform it to the Day of 
Feſus Chriſt, This Confidence of a true Believer, 
is founded on the Unchangeableneſs of God, and the 
unalterable Settlement of God's Covenant ; which 
is ordered in all things, and ſure; whereby a true 
Believer's Salvation is ſecured, even at ſuch Times, 
as it may not go well with his Frame of Heart, no 
more than with his Houſe. 

That I have obtained the things that accompany 
Salvation, I ſatisfy my ſelf thus: 

I am effectually, ſavingly taught of God, 

I am brought from Death to ſpiritual Life. 

Ido believe in the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 

I am juſtified, my Sins are pardon d. 

Jam, in ſome Meaſure, truly ſanfified. 

T have a Covenant-Relation to God. 

I do love God and Feſus Chrift in Sincerity. 

Theſe are the Reaſons of my Hope of Heaven! 
2 theſe Particulars will fill up the remaining 

ages. 
I. The ff Evidence for Heaven is, my being ef- 
C 2, fettualy, 
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fectually, ſavingly taught of God. And I conclude | 


my Knowledge is ſaving. 
(1.) Becauſe it makes me humble and low in my 


own Thoughts. I can no longer cry up the Good- 
neſs of my Heart; for I ſee more and more of the | 
Evil that dwells in it; hence J count my ſelf Je; | 
than the leaſt of all Saints ; for I am ready to think | 
that no Heart hath ſo much Evil in it as mine. Vet 


{ truſt my Heart is vt wicked : for though there is 


Sin in it, yet it doth not allow of, and delight in 
Sin. Herein I can appeal to God, the Searcher of | 
Hearts, and ſay, as Fob, Thou knoweft that I am | 


uot wicked. 


I am nothing in my ſelf, I have nothing that is 


ood. but what I borrow from another, even from 
good, 0 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 1 look for all, 

Wiſdom, Grace, Strength and Holineſs. I heartily | 
like, and embrace the Truths of God, as he hath | 
revealed them, as to the Matter and Manner. I like | 


thoſe Doctrines that carry in them juſt Matter of 


humbling to proud Man; ſuch as ſhew me my cor- | 


rupt Nature; my Guilt and Defilement, my Inability 
to help and ſave my ſelf; my Need of Jeſus Chriſt, 


and his Righteouſneſs, for Pardon, Peace, Holineſs, | 


Strength, and Life, my Life. IJ own that I have my 
Sight, my Healing, my Life, my Cloathing, my 
Ford, and my Riches, trom him, and all freely. 


I humbly wait on God in his Ordinances, and | 


through them, look to God himſelf for all Supplies 
of Grace. And when I obtain any thing from God 
through them, I take Care to give him all the Glo- 
ry; for I own that all I enjoy is from his gracious 
Hand. I do not think that my Stock of Grace re- 
ceived,, or my Hatred of Sin, or my Love of Ho- 
lineſs, and my beſt Reſolutions, all put together, 
are ſufficient to carry me out to the Steady Practice 
of Godlineſs, without the eſpecial Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit of God; yet I truſt that my Weakneſs ſhall 
not diſcourage me from my Work; but the rather 

encourage 


L 211 
encourage me to go to God in Chriſt, by his Spi- 
nit, to work all my Works in me, and for me. 
Thus I have found, that when I am weak then I 
am ftrong ; Jeſus Chriſt worketh all my Works in 
me, and for me. 

I labour to bring my very Heart to reſt in the 
Conduct of his Providence towards me; when God 
corre&s, I pray for Subje&ion to the Father of Spi- 
ries. I Jabour to keep down every evil Thought 
of any thing that God doth; and when they riſe 
in my Heart, they are a trouble to me, that, at 
any Time, I have any unworthy Thoughts of God 
under Afflictions; who doth all things well. 

When God ſmiles on me, I remember my own 
unworthineſs, my Shortneſs in his Service, my re- 
maining Corruptions. I own the free Kindneſs of 
God to me, in bringing me from Darkneſs to Light; 
for I was born blind, I was ſometime fooliſh, and 
ignorant of my ſelf, of God, of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Giritual things; but now being made Light in the 
Lord, I ſtudy in all things to walk as one of the 
Children of Light. | | 

(2.) I conclude my Knowledge is ſaving Know- 
ledge ; becauſe through it I have been enabled to take 
#p my Reſt in Feſus Chrift for whole Salvation. 
Hence I gather, that it is that very ſort of Know- 
ledge that God hath promiſed to his People, in his 
new Covenant. Ia. hiv. 13. All thy Chilaren ſhall 
be taught of the Lord. Jer. xxxi. 34. They ſhall 
all know me, from the leaſt to the greateſt of them, 


ſaith the Lord. For thus it is explained by our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, Fobn vi. 45. It is written in 
the Prophets, and they ſhall be all taught of the 
Lord; every Man therefore that hath heard, and 
learned of the Father, cometh to me, | i.e believeth 
in me.] I find my Soul drawn to Jeſus Chriſt ; 
I defire no other Reſt and Refuge for my Soul; I 
am ſatisfied in him; here I caſt the Anchor of my 


Hove. 
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Hope. I take Jeſus Chriſt, as God preſents him, | 
for Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanfification, and Re- 
demption: And I heartily ſubmit my ſelf to him as 
my Lord, as well as hope in him as a compleat Sa- 
viour. I cannot fatisfy my ſelf that I have fo much 
or ſo clear Knowleege of the things of God, as 
that therewith I may hang out a Sign of Religion, 
or keep up a creditable Profeſſion therewith; but 
my Care is, that it may lead me to live on Chriſt's 
Fulneſs of Grace, that I may receive more Grace 
from him, and more likneſs to him, and be more : 
taken up with him, and that Grace may command 
my Heart, and Life, and Time, and Tongue, and 
Thoughts, and all for him. 1 

(3.) I conclude my Knowledge is ſaving Know- 
ledge ; becauſe it is the Concern of my Soul to obey 
God in all things, that he makes known as his Will | 
zo me. And I ground my conclufion upon x Fobn : 
ll. 3. Hereby we do know that we know bim, if we 
keep bis Commandments. I know, and own that I ! 
ſerve God but poorly ; but my Heart is ſet upon it. 
My Conſcience tells me, I am fincere ; I defire not ' 
to omit or be excuſed of any Part of God's revealed 
Will; I like it all, and all the Chriſtian's Work, 
mark'd out by it. My Heart does not ſay, I pray * 
thee have me excuſed; but that Prayer of David is 
the very Deſire of my Soul: P/al. cxix. 4. 5. Thou 
ba commanded us to keep thy Precepts diligently. O 
that my Ways were directed to keep thy Statutes. I am 
beſt pleaſed with my ſelf, when I am beſt prepared 
for, and moſt inclined to the Service of God. I 
have dedicated my ſelf to God, and to his Service; 
and I deſire never to draw back, but to ſerve him 
every where, in every Thing, at all Times; for [ 
have ſworn, and, by his Grace, I will perform ii, 
' that I will keep his Righteous Judgments. As the 
continued Practice of Sin, with Allowance and 


Delight, will evidence any one to be a _ of 
in, 


a e 1 
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Sin, and the Devil; Jobn viii. 44. J are of your 
Father the Devil; for the luſt of your Father ye will 
do: So my ſerious, conſtant Practice of Religion 
with Delight. Muſt evidence my being a true , "i 
vant of God. Rom. vi. 16. 17, Know ye not that 
to whom ye yield your ſelves Servants to obey, his Ser- 
dants ye are whom ye obey, whether of Sin unto Death 
or of Obedience unto Righteouſneſs * But (god be 
thanked that ye were the Servants of Sin, bu 
obeyed from the Heart that form of Doctrine that 
was delivered unto you. I love the Maſter, I count 
his Intereſt my own. I love his Work, I count 
it my Honour and my Freedom. I love the Laws 
of the Houſe, and ſtrive to keep them ſtri&ly ; and 
I am well pleaſed with the Wages that he gives his 
Servants, even while they are fincerely . his 
Work P/ cxix. 11. In keeping his Commandments there 
is great Reward, I ſtudy to approve my ſelf God's 
faithful Servant in every thing. I conclude then, 
that I ſhall dwell with God in Heaven, there to 
ſerve him better than I am able to do here, Rev. 
xxii. 3. There his Servants ſhall ſerve him. 
Here I ſerve God ſo poorly, that what I do, tho' 
it is done fincerely, yet is hardly worth the Name 
of Service; becauſe it is ſo ſhort, and ſo ſinful ; 
but there I ſhall ſerve him without Sin, withour 
Diſtraction, without Wearineſs, and without End. 
Upon the whole, I conclude, I ſhall have eternal 
Life. Fohn xvii. 3. This is Life eternal, that they 


might know thee, the only true God, and Feſus Chrift 


whom thou baſt ſent. 


IT. 'The ſecond Evidence for Heaven is. my 
being brought from Death to Life. If I now have 
ſpiritual Life, I ſhall have eternal Life. I con- 
clude I have ſpiritual Life. 

(I.) Ran J am effeFually called. I am not 
now as once I was, unconcerned about my _ 

an 
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and its Salvation; for God, by his Word and Spi- 


tit, hath ſhewn me my Sinfulneſs, and my Mi-! for 
ſery and Danger by Sin, and made me ſenſible of MM 
the Worth of my precious Soul, and brought me 7 of 
to be concerned for its Salvation above all things. WM * * 
He hath made me willing in the Day of his Power, tin 
to caſt my Soul, and all its concerns, on Jeſus . © 
Chriſt, upon that Report that God hath given of I V* 
him in the Goſpel. Hereupon I conclude, I have Pre 
Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo have Life; for he that hath © m) 


the Son of God hath Life; and he that believes on 
him hath him; and he that reſts on him for Righ- 
teouſneſs, Holinefs, and Salvation, he believes on 
Jeſus A 6 
(2.) I conclude I have ſpiritual Life; for I am 
ſaved from the Power and Dominion of Sin. I on 
that Sin dwells in me, and that I hardly do any thing | 
without Sin; its dwelling in me is my Trouble; 
but my Comfort is, that Sin hath loſt its reigning 
Power over me; for, b 
[1.) My old Delight in Sin is taken away. In 
Time paſt, Sin dwelt very eaſy and quiet in my 
Soul. The Strong Man armed, kept the Palace of 
my Heart in Peace; and then I let Sin have my 
Hands, my Eyes, my Tongue, my Feet, my 
Thoughts, my Will, my Defires my Time, and 
my Strength; but now I defire to have nothing 
more to do with Sin, but in Heart and Life to obeyß 
the Laws of God. Once I loved Sin and then it 
reigned over me; for the love of Sin is the Life of 
Sin; and the Life of Sin is the Death of the Soul: 
But now through Grace I hare it, and defire my 
Hatred of Sin may grow exceedingly. Hence I 1 
conclude, that I have ſpiritual Life. b 
i 2.] I mourn over, and bewail the Remainder | 
Sin in me, and I ak belp of God againſt it. Indwel- 
ling and actual Sins are my Grief, and it troubles | 
me much ſometimes, that I can grieve no 2 g 
. | for 
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for Sin. While it is ſo near to me, I do not 
make a League with it; but reſolve in the Strength 
of Chriſt, to keep a Sword drawn againſt it, till 
it is out of the Power of Sin to hurt me. It ſome- 
times hinders me from my Work, and oftner diſ- 
turbs and diſtracts me in it, but I watch againſt it, 
and take Care to improve every Ordinance and 
Providence of God, for the Death of Sin, and 
my Growth in Grace and Holinefs. 

Hence I conclude, that Sin ſhall never more 
get Dominion over me, Rom. vi. 14. And that I 
thall one Day be fer free from the very Being of 
Sin. And hence alſo I believe, I ſhall get ſafe 
to Heaven: Sin ſhall never prove my Ruin; for 
they are reigning Sins only that carry Souls to Hell; 
they are only beloved Sins, that ſhut Perſons our of 
Heaven. Bur, blefled be God, this is not my Caſe; 
for I hate it, and defire my Hatred of Sin may 
grow continually, I do not yield my ſelf a Servant 
of Sin; but from my Heart I yield my ſelf a Ser- 
vant of God. 

(3.) I conclude I have fpiritual Life ; becauſe 
I ſometimes feel in my Soul Hungring and Thirſting 
after God and Feſus Chriſt, and his Grace : Surely 
theſe muſt proceed from a Senſe of ſpiritual Want, 
which is an Evidence of ſpiritual Life. I ſome- 
times taſte and reliſh the Word of God; it is 
Bread, it is my Food, it is more to me than my 
neceſſary Food, it is Honey to my Taſte. I con- 
clude therefore, that I have ſpiritual Life. Rom. 
viii. 5, 6. They that are after the Fleſh, do mind | i. e. 
favour] the things of the Meſh ; and they that are after 
the Spirit, tbe (bins of the Spirit: For to be carnally 
minded is Death; but to be ſpiritually minded is 
Life and Peace. I have theſe Reaſons to conclude 
that T have ſpiritual Hunger and Thirſt ; and 
I have — ſpiritual Life. 8 
Dr.] TI cannot be 1 with the higheſt 


beſt 


4 


n 
= 
* 
i 
itt 
0 wm 
"1 
U 
# > 
7 yl 
4 
1 
1 : 
wi 
U 
1807 
* 
| BF 
2 
FE 
1 4 3 
4 
WY 
p 4 
| a 
0 5 L 
D o 
} 
* 
1 
> 
"Wn 
' | 
Ty 
* 
* (+ 
ö 
7 
3 . 
A 
1 
4 
#1 
15 
my 
38 
1 \ 
. 
10 
de 
* 
T. 


. 
is 


1 LE _—_— 
= = Ss 


= — _ 


* — ww 
3 hr 8 
oh 25 7 a 


Ho . ry * 
232 —_—— RD 4 —_—S 


— 2 * 


a — _ _—— — — — 
— — * — — — = — — 
— 


: * - 


— <4 — 4& — — 
— - 


nm 
ka 


3 — - 
- = = = 
* "4 


he 


| [ 26 ] 
beſt Enjoyments of this World, without Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his Grace and Favour. Pſal. iy, 3. 
There be many that ſay who will ſhew us any Good? 
But the Voice of my Heart is, Lord, lift thou up 
the Light of thy Countenance on us. The World's 
Good is not the chief Good; it is not a Portion 
large enough for me; but one God in Chriſt is fo, 
and nothing elſe. I eſteem his Favour as Life, and 
his loving Kindneſs better than Life, with all that 
is valuable in it, Pſal. Ixiii. 3. Spiritual Hunger 


and 'Thirſt cannot be allayed, but by competing that | 


is proper for, and well ſuited to anſwer the ſpiri- 


tual Wants of the Soul: Houſes and Lands, Gold and 
Silver, will not do it; it muſt be Bread and Water 


of Life. If God gives me any of this World's 


Good, I receive it with Thankfulneſs; for I am |} 
unworthy of the leaſt of bis Mercies ; but I cannot 


reſt in it, or be put off with theſe things. 


[ 2.] Thoſe Duties of Religion, or thoſe Ordi- 
nances of Jeſus Chriſt, wherein I have obtained 


{ome Satisfaction to my ſpiritual Hunger and Thirſt 


are exceeding pleaſant ro my Soul. I love all the | 


World, Works, Ways, and Ordinances of God; 
and yet I cannot but ſet an eſpecial Mark on thoſe 
Parts of the Word of God, and on thoſe Ordi- 
nances and Seaſons, wherein I haye met with any 
thing of God in Chriſt, and have been refreſhed 
and ſtrengthened. 3 and Thirſt, are ex- 
ceeding troubleſome to Nature; that therefore 
which gives Relief, will be very ſweet to the Taſte; 
ſo are the Word and Ordinances of God to my 
Soul, whence I can heartily join in ſuch Expreſſions 
as theſe : O bow do I love thy Law ? | thy whole re- 
vealed Will.] His Mouth is moſt ſweet. I will never 
forget thy Precepts; for with them thou baſt quick- 
ened me. | hos TORT"), 
[3.] Sometimes I am glad when the Meal-time 
iz near; when I am abgus $0 come . dh Fog of 


[27] 
fat Things. Natural Hunger will not eafily ſuffer 
a Man to omit a Meal; nor am I willing to omit 
one Opportunity for obtaining ſpiritual Food, Bur 
it grie ves me, that my Soul is not always ſo in 
Health, as to thir/# for God, for the living God, to 
come and appear before God. That I might goto 
the Altar of God, and to God my exceeding Foy. 
[4] I am ſometimes thankful to God for the 
leaſtCrumbs of the Children's Bread, or any Teſti- 
monies. of God's eſpecial Favour to my Soul; and 
yet I cannot be ſatisfied with, now and then, a 


little Taſte, much leſs with once for all; for I ſee 1 


need to eat and drink abundantly, again and again. 
My taſting of the Bread of Life, encreaſes my Hun- 
ger; and my drinking the Water of Life, encreaſes 
my Thirſt; When have taſted, the Language of 
my Soul is, Lord, evermore give us of this Bread. 
Lord, gives me of this Water, that Ithirft not, i e 
after earthly Things. "7 

(4.) I conclude I have ſpiritual Life; becauſe 
when am moſt under Doubts and Fears, and am 
afraid to call God, my Lord and my God; or to rec- 
kon the Bleſſings of the new Covenant my own; 
even then my Soul breaths and longs after God and 
Feſus Cbriſt, I cannot be ſatisfied without him; 
my Heart's Deſire works towards him, and even 
then I am careful of, and thoroughly derermined 
to keep his Law. Pſal. cxix. 55. I have remem- 
bred thy Name, O Lord, in the Night, and have 
kept thy Laws. Iſai. xxvi. 9. With my Soul have I 
deſired thee in the Night; yea, with my Siprit within 
me will I ſeek thee early. Theſe are my Evidences of 
ſpiritual Life; whence I perſuade my ſelf, that I 
ſhall obtain eternal Life. 


3. The third Evidence for Heaven is, becauſe 1 
believe in the Lord Feſus Chrift ; for God hath de- 
clared, that he that * * Hall be ſaved, I 1 

| 2. 


_ 


, EU] 
I do believe with a juſtifying Faith, I ſatisfy my 
ſelf thus: "i. | 

(I.) I heartily approve of and conſent to God's 
Way of Salvation of Sinners, through Faith in 
Ho Chriſt, and utterly reje& all other Ways of 

alvation : and am heartily willing to give God in 
Chriſt all the Glory of my whole Salvation, as ir 
is due to him alone. P/al. cxv. Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto as, but to thy Name be all the Ghe. 
ry; for thy Mercy, cc. 

(2.) Becauſe, as a poor, guilty, unclean Creature 
in a periſhing Condition, unable to help my felf, 
I come to je us Chriſt, and ro God by him, upon 
the Calls of the Goſpel, and I receive and reſt on 
him alone for Righteouſneſs and Salvation. I caſt 
My Soul and its concerns on him, as able and 
ready to ſave a wretched, worthleſs Sinner. Heb, 
vii. 25. Wherefore he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt, 
them that come to God by him; becauſe he ever liveth 
to make Interceſſion for them. 1 Tim. i. 15. This 
ts a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, 
that Chriſt Feſus came into the Wortd to ſave Sinners, 
of whom I am chief. If therefore the holy Law of 

od ſhall call for Satisfa&ion, I will refer it to Jeſus 
Chriſt, ro whoſe perfe& Righteouſneſs I fly, to 
anſwer for me. If it calls for Obedience, I hearti- 
ly pwn my ſelf under the Law, as a Rule of Life; 
and I look A Chrift for Wiſdom to know, and 
for Grace and Strength ro do his Will ; for I glory 
in this, that in the Lord I have Riphtconſneſs ani 
Strength, Iſai. 1x3. 10. T will greatly rejoite in the 
Lord, my Soul ſball be Joyful in my God ; for he hath 
chathed me with the Garments of Salvation; be 
hath covered me with the Robe of Righteouſneſs. - 

(3.) I eſteem the Lord Jeſus Chriſt precious; 
hence I conclude, that I believe in him; for to 
them that believe, he ix precious. Once he 
to me withont Form or Comelineſs :- I ſaw nothing 
| deſirable 


30 
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defirable in him, even after I had often heard of 
his Excellencies ; but nom my Eyes have ſeen him; 
I have ſeen the King in his Beauty; and he appears 
ro me, as he is truly in himſelf, the chiefeft of ters 
Thouſands and altogether lovely. He is worthy to 
be the Defire of all Nations: He is the chief Deſire 
of my Soul. ; 

(4-) I conclude I believe in Jeſus Chriſt ; for 
I defire my Soul may be ſanctified, as well as my 
Sins pardoned, and I look to Jeſus Chriſt for both. 
I find that Faith hath ſome Influence on my Soul 
for Holineſs ; for it is in ſome Meaſure changed : 
T hate Sin, Llove God as he is holy; I love Holineſs, 
and all that are holy, with all .che Means of it. I 
find this among the Effe&s of juſtifying Faith. 
Act. xv. g. Purifying their Hearts by Faith. 

(5.) I 3 my ſelf that I believe; for I 
heartily ſubmit to all the Laws and Governments 
of Jeſus Chriſt, as well as defire to obtain the good 
things contained in the Promiſes. As God bach 
given me his Commands as a Rule of Life, ſo I 
take Care to keep them, and therein to walk with 
God; for what he commands, I like and chuſe; 
and am careful, that my Converſation may be 45 
becometh the Goſpel of Chrift, and conformed to the 
Example of Chriſt; and careful to maintain good 
Works, | 


4. The fourth Evidence for Heaven is, that my 
Sins are pardoned. And I ſatisfy my ſelf, that my 
Sins, though many and great, are forgiven ; for, 

(J.) I am effeRually called by the: Word and 
Spirit of God. And I read, Rom. viii. 30. That 
whom be called, them be alſo juftified. I had often 
heard of the Danger of Sin but lived in it. I had 
often heard of my Duty, but neglected it. But at 
laſt the Spirit of God, by his Law, convinc'd me 
of Sin, that I was, by Nature and Practice, a guilty 
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filthy Creature, loſt and undone in my ſelf, void 
of all that is good, not able to help my ſelf out of 
my miſerable Condition by Sin, wherein I was e- 
very Moment liable to eternal Miſery ; then the 
Goſpel came, not in Word only, but in Power, and | 
in the Holy Got. By this I obtained the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, his Authority from the Father to 
fave loſt Sinners; his Ahility for that Work; that | 
he is the only Saviour; that he is willing and ready | 
to ſave the very chief of Sinners, that come to God 
by him. Here with the Spirit of God made me hear- 
tily willing to ſubmit to, and reſt on the Lord je- 
fus Chriſt, for the Salvation of Soul. And as I ! 
have often done it ſince, ſo, even now, I heartily | 
chuſe and embrace him for mine; and do yield up 
my ſelf to him, and defire to be governed by 
him. With my Heart I ſpeak it, Lo, O Lord, I 
come unto thee ; for thou art the Lord my God. 

(2.) I heartily confeſs my Sins to God, with 
all their aggravating Circumſtances ; and while I 
confeſs them, I make no Reſerve of Sin; but as I | 
confeſs all known Sins, ſo it is my hearty Deſire 
to forſake all Sin. oF arm 1. 9. If we confeſs our 
Sins, he is faithful ana juſt to forgive us our Sins, 
and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs. Prov. 
xxviii. 13. He that covereth bis Sins ſhall not proſper, 
but whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh them, ſhall find 
Mercy. 

( S I conclude my Sins are pardoned ; for I be- 
lieve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. . As. xiii. 39. He 
that believeth, is juſtified from all things, from which 
be could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. My 
Faith indeed is but weak, but I am juſtified on my 
firſt A& of Faith on Jeſus Chriſt, though it is ne- 
ver fo weak; for Juſtification is not ſuſpended. till 
Faith 4s ſtrong ; nor is Juſtification imperfe&, be 
cauſe Faith the Inſtrument, may be ſo; for it is 
not Faith it ſelf, but that which Faith looks to, and 


takes 


3141 

takes hold of, that is the Matter of a believing Sin- 
ner's Juſtification before God; therefore the weak- 
eſt Believer in the Family of God is juſtified, as 
well as the ſtrongeſt. 1 Jobn ii. 12. I write unto 
you little Children; becauſe your Sins are forgiven you 
for his Name ſake. Therefore by the ſame Argu- 
ments, whence I may warrantably perſuade my el 
that I have true Faith; by the ſame I may aſſure my 
{elf, that my Sins are pardoned, and by the ſame al- 
ſo I am aſſured of Heaven. Rom. viii. 30. Whom he 
called, them he alſo juſtified; and whom he juſtified, 
them he alſo glorified. | | 

(40 1 conclude my Sins are pardoned ; for I hate 

Sin, and love Holineſs, with whatſoever tends to 
deſtroy Sin, or promote Sanctification on my Soul. 
If I hate Sin, then I am not under the Dominion 
of Sin ; that is an Evidence that my Sins are par- 
doned ; for where the Power of Sin is taken way, 
the Guilt of Sin is alſo removed. 

(5.) I perſuade my ſelf that my Sins are for- 
iven; becauſe I find I have obtained many other 
leſſings of the new Covenant; of which Pardon 

of Sin is a Part. Of which after. | 

Thus being clothed with the Righteouſneſs of 

Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, I have on the wedding Gar- 
ment ; and when I appear before God, he will know 
it, and own it, and me as clothed with ir. Bleſſed 
be God for Jeſus Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, I 
defire to be found in it, as the Apoſtle Paul did, 
Phil. iii. 9. And be found in him, not having i. e. 
not truſting to, not depending upon, mine own 
Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, but that which 
is by the Faith of Chriſt; the Righteouſneſs of God 
by Faith and to make mention of his Righteouſ- 
neſs and of that only. As David, Pſal. vii. 16. 


Iwill go in the Strength of the Lord God; I will 


make mention of thy Righteouſneſs,. and of thine on- 
ly. This is my Ground of Boldneſs at the IT er 
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of Grace, and this is the Foundation of my Hope 
of Glory. 


The 5 Evidence for Heaven is; becauſe G 
is become my Covenant God and Portion. And I have 
theſe following Reaſons to take up this comforta- 
ble Concluſion: 3 

(1.) Becauſe I know the Lord ſo as to truſt in 
him. P/2l. ix. 10. They that know thy Name, wil! 
put their truſt in thee. This Knowledge is put a- 
mong the choice Covenant-Mercies, Fer. xxxi. 31. 
I find my Heart drawn to God in Jeſus Chriſt; I 2 
come to him, I reſt on him for all. But of this 


before. 


Thus I may ay, 
pleaſant, fuitable, and ſure; but I cannot be 


tified with any other Portion ſhort of him. This 
World hath often promiſed me largely, to beſpeak Þ 
my Aﬀe&ions ; but hath often deceived me, and 
I thank my God that it hath done ſo ; for had it al? 
ways kept its Word with me I know not whither . Z 
my Heart and Affections might have run, and 
where they might have taken up their Reſt ; but 


now I truſt, thro' Grace, that though it ſhould be 


better to me than all its Promiſes, 


(.) I chuſe God in Chriſt for my God and 
Portion, and I ſincerely give up my ſelf to be the 2 
Lord's in Body and Spirit. I can heartily join ſome- 
times with thoſe Children of God. Lam. iii. 24. 
The Lord is my Portion, ſaith my Soul. Pſal. Ixxiit. 
25. Whom have I in Heaven but thee? and there is © 
none in Earth that I defire in Compariſon of thee. % 
If I have choſen God for mine, I may be fure he 2 
hath choſen me for his; for he is always beforehand 
with his People. We love him, becauſe he firſt loved © 
us; and we chuſe him, beauſe he firſt choſe us. 
my Beloved is mine, and I am his. © 
I am well ſatisfied with my Portion, it is large 1 

— 


ſhall not reſt | 
in it; for I have given my Heart and all to GO 
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in Jeſus Chriſt, and deſtre my Aﬀe&ions may be 
taken up with thoſe things that the World can nei- 
ther give, nor take away from me. | 

(3+) I conclude I amin Covenant with God; 
becauſe he hath pur his Spirit within me ; for that's 
one among the many Covenant-Promiſes. Ezeck, 
xxxvi. 26. I will put my Spirit within you. And L 
have theſe Reaſons to believe I have obtained that 
Promile. 

[ 2.) Becauſe he ſometimes aſſiſts me at the 
Throne of Grace, as the Spirit of Grace in Sup- 
plication. 187 

(2.] Becauſe he works in my Soul as the Spirit 
of Holineſs, weakening Sin, and enabling me to 
die to Sin, and live unto Righteouſneſs. 

[ 3-] I find my Soul inclind to walk in the Sta- 
tates of God, which none are inclin'd to do, till 
the Spirit of God is put within them. Ezek. xxxvi. 
27. Iwill put my Spirit within them, and cauſe 
them to walk in my Statutes, and they ſhall keep my 
Commandments, and do them. 

(4.) I conclude I am in Covenant with God; 
becauſe the Laws of God are written in my Heart. 
That is another Covenant-Promiſe, Fer. xxxi. 33. 
And Ihave theſe Reaſons to perſuade my ſelf, that 
I have obtained this Covenant-Mercy, 
| 1.) My Heart approves of, and conſents to the 
Laws, or whole revealed Will of God, as holy, 
juſt, and good. I diſlike what it condemns ; I hate 
every falſe Way, and am careful to avoid them, and 
pray for Help againſt them. | 
[2.] I love the whole Word of God; I deſire ic 
ſhould dwell much in my Heart and Thoughts: I 
love to hear it, and am grieved that I can remember 
no more of it when J have heard it; I love to read 
and meditate on it; it is that which I often chuſe 
for the Subject of my Thoughts. P/al. cxix 97. 
O how do I love thy 1 it is my Meditation a 
the 


- 

— = 
— - 
—_ . 
— 


= — 
— — — — 


rr — * 
— — 2 . — 
- — 


— 


* -* 
— 
— 


„ 


= 


- — 


FI © * 


2... 
——— —— 
* — 


— -- * * - A 
— — —_— — — 
— — S . r 


= 
: — 
3 


- 2 

— — — — - 

— — - 
—_— _ 


"0 
1 
' 


: „ 
the Day, {or often in the Day or every Day.) In 
all my Streights I fly to it; it is my Comfort amidſt 
the Multitude of my Thoughts within me. It is my 


Food, Fer. xv. 16. Thy Word was found, and 


did eat it; and it was to me the Foy and rejoicing of 

Heart. It is my Treaſure, my Portion, is in it; 
ſometime I have been able to ſay, It is better to me 
than thouſands of Gold and Silver. 

[ 3-] I ſtrive to yield univerſal Obedience to the 
Laws of God. As God hath appointed them to be 
to every Believer a Rule of Life, fo I heartily em- 
brace them : Hence I conclude, that I have an In- 
tereſt in the Promiſes; for at what Time God gives 
to any a Title to the Promiſes, he alſo gives them 
an hearty Love to his Laws, anda diligent Care and 
ferious Concern about Holineſs, agreeable to that 
Exhortation, 2 Cor. vii 1. Having theſe Promiſes 
dearly Beloved, let us cleanſe our ſelves from all fil- 
thineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and perfect Holineſs in 
the Fear of God 

(J.) I conclude I am in Covenant with God; 
becauſe he hath taken away the Heart of Stone, and 
given me an Heart cf Fleſh; according to that Cove- 
nant-Promiſe, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. My Reaſons, that 
I have obtained this Mercy, are ſuch as theſe : 

I.] My Heart was once a hard, ſenſeleſs, earthly, 
barren, lifeleſs Heart; and then the Word or Pro- 
vidences of God, made very little Impreſſion upon 

it; but now it is more tender and teachable, and 
more ready to obſerve every Hint of the Will of 
God, from his Word and Proyidences, then it uſed 
to be. — 
[..] If Corruptions are diſcern d to be at Work, 
though they are got no further than the Thoughts 
of the Heart, T bewail them before God, and am 
grie ved for them, and ask Help of God againſt 


them. Pſal. Ixxxvi 11. Unite my Heart to fear 
thy Name, | 
(3) 
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3. ] I find my Heart inclin'd to fall in with the 
revealed Will of God in every thing; to wall wwith 
the Lord fully, like Caleb and Foſbuab, Joſh. xiv. 
24. who are ſaid to have another Heart. 

[4-] I find the Deſires of my Soul working to- 
wards Heaven. They do not center in the Earth, 
as a ſtony Heart doth ; which, though it may, like 
a ſtone, be forced upwards, by the Word, or ſome 
awakening Providence of God, yet quickly makes 
to the Earth again; becauſe it is its proper Center. 
Theſe are ſome of my Hopes of Heaven. God is 
my Covenant-God; therefore all Covenant-Mer- 
Cies are mine; and having done me this Honour, 
God is nit aſhamed to be called my God: O wondrous 
Grace! I am aſhamed of my ſelf, my Heart, my 
Thoughts, my Prayers, my religious Exerciſes, and 
that I am no more affe&ed with the Riches of free 
Grace, and my own Mercies. Surely I have no 
Reaſon to be aſhamed of my Ways, the Work, and 
Service of God, or of my Portion ; but to glory 
in it, and live upon it; for it will not diſappoint 
me, if I ſhould be ſtript of my worldly Comforts, 
Friends, Relations, Sc. I have my God and Portion 
ſtill to go to; when the Streamsare dry the Fountain 
will nor fail me.. 'The Creatures are uncertain ; they 
that ſhew Friendſhip to Day, may be Enemies to 
Morrow; they that make us Promiſes to Day, may 
change their Minds to Morrow ; but God is, and 
will be my Portion for ever. 'They that have this 
World for a Portion, may quickly know the utmoſt 
Bounds of it; bur I ſhall never know the Extent 
of mine; and it is as ſuitable as it is large, and it 
will endure for ever. Pſal. lxxiii. 24. The Lord is 
the Strength of my Heart, and my Portion for ever. 
I have but little of this World; but IT have him for 
my own, whole are all things; he is my Life, my 
Food, my Riches, my Honour, my Refuge, my 
Shield and exceeding great Reward, my Comfort, 
5 2 my 


[ 36 } 
my Friend, my Father, my Home, and everlaſting 
Habitation. 


The Sixth Evidence for Heaven is, becauſe I am 
an adopted Child of God. That this is my Mercy, I 
gather from ſuch things as theſe : _ 

(I.) Becauſe I believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Fohn i. 12. As many as received him, to them gave 
he Power to become the Sons of God, even as many 
as believed on his Name. Gal. 111. 26. Ye are allthe 
Children of God by Faith in Chriſt Feſus. 

(2.) Becauſe I love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. All 
the Children of God love Jeſus Chriſt. John viii. 
42. If God were your Father, ye would love me. I 
find in my Heart I love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
am troubled that I love him no more; but I love 
him fincerly; therefore J conclude that I am one 
of God's Children. 

(3.) Becauſe God hath ſent forth the Spirit of 
his Son into my Heart. Gal. iv. 6. Becauſe ye are 

Sons Ged hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
peur Hearts, crying Abba, Father. 

(4+) Becauſe I love all the Children of God. 


1 Fohn iv. 7. Beloved, let us love one another ; for 


love is of God; and every one that Ioveth, is born of 


God, and kncwweth God. Thoſe that bear the Image 
of God, I count them the excellent of the Earth, 
Pal. xiv. 3. My Delight is in them. 

(5) I look ro God, as Children to a Father, for 
Teaching to know his Will, that I may obſerve and 
do it. In every Condition this is my Enquiry, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do ? 

I run to him for Prote&ion, as injur'd Children 
run into the Arms of their Father for Safety. And 
I look to him for a Child's Portion of Grace here, 
and Glory hereafter. | 

(6.) I take Care to behave my ſelf ſuitable to 
this high and honourable Relation, as God * 
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of all that call him Father. Mal. i. 6. If I be a 
Father, where is my Honour ? 1 take Care to ho- 
nour God in my Life, by ſubmiting to his Word 
and Providences, and labouring to imitate him; ac- 
cording to that Charge, Eph. v. 1. Be ye Followers 
of God, as dear Children. I defire to honour God 
in my Heart. From all which I conclude, I am one 


of God's adopted Children. And being a Child of 


God, I am an Heir with Jeſus Chriſt of eternal 


Life. Gal. iv. 7. Wherefore thou art no more a Ser- 
vant, but a Son; and if a Son, then an Heir of God 
through Chrift. Rom. viii. 17. And if Children, 
then Heirs, Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt. 
This Mercy aſſures me, that I ſhall ſee Jeſus 
Chriſt as he is, and be made more like him. 1 John 
iii. 2. Beloved, now are we the Sons of God, and 
it aoth not appear what we ſhall be; but we know, 
that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him; 
for we ſhall ſee him as he is. This is a promiſed Mer- 
cy, every way as large and ſuitable as I need it; for, 
I.] Then this vile Body ſhall be made like to 
Chriſt's glorious Body. Phil. iii. 21. Who ſhall 
change our vile Body, that it may be faſhioned like 
unto his glorious Body. | 
[ 2.] My Soul ſhall be perfect in Grace. Now 
I know but in Part, but then I ſhall know, even as 
I am known. What I have received, are but init 
Fruits of the Spirit. and the Author of Grace will 
perfe& that which concerneth me. | 
[3.] I am now eſpouſed to Jeſus Chriſt; and 
tho' I am yet in a ſtrange Land, my heavenly Fa- 
ther will take me Home to his own Houſe; which 
is alſo mine by the Father's Gift, and by the Pur- 
chaſe and Preparation of Jeſus Chriſt. O how glo- 
riouſly ſhall I be adorn'd at the appearing of Chriſt, 
P/al. xiv. 13, 14. Then ſhall I be poſſeſſed of that 
which never entered into the Heart of Man to con- 
ceive. This our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 95 1 
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obn xviii. 24. Father, I will that thoſe 4½ 
0 thou haſt given me, be with 2 4 
that they behold my * This will make me meet 
for the Work and Entertainment of Heaven. 
When I think what Heaven is, and what its Work 
and Enjoyments are, and how little Meetneſs 7 | 
have for either, I comfort my ſelf that my heavenly | 
Father will make me meet to be partaker of the In. | 
beritance of the Saints in Light. And this will com- 
po do it; we ſhall ſee him | i. e. Jeſus Chriſt,) 
as he is. | 


7. The ſeventh Evidence for Heaven is, becauſe | 
I am, in ſome Meaſure, truly ſan&ified. This is 
the Order in which God brings his Sons to Glory, | 
2 Thef.. ii. 13. Choſen to Salvation through Santti- | 
cation of the Spirit and Belief of the Truth. AndI | 
have theſe Reaſons ro believe that I am truly | 
ſanctified. 

(1.) I defire all Sin may be diſcovered and de- 
ſtroyed. While an unſan&ified Perſon ſpeaks a- 
25 Sin, he reſerves in his Heart a Purpoſe to 

old faſt ſome Sins. If he prays againſt Sin, he is 
afraid God ſhould hear him; but while I confeſs 
my Sins to God, I defire ro part with all Sin. 

(2.) I hate all Sin. I do not live without it; 
but when I Sin, it is far from being my Meat, 
and Drink, and Muſick ; what I do in Sin, I allow 
not; yea, I loath Sin, and my ſelf for Sin. Ezek. 
xx. 41. I conclude therefore, that I am not under 
the Power of Sin; and this is to me one Evidence 
of my San&ification. 

{ 3.] I heartily delight in Holineſs wherever I 
find it, either in my felf, or others. I labour to pro- 
mote it in my Heart and Life, by all appointed not 
Means. When I would do Good, Evil is preſent with the 
me; but the Deſire of my Soul is to do nothing par 
that is Evil, but always that which is Good. hin 

(4.) I favour the things that are of God; I can 


talte 


391 
taſt and reliſh the Word of God. It is faveet to my 
Taſte, ſweeter than Honey to my Mouth. 

(5.) My Soul is inclined to univerſal, perperual 
Obedience to God and Jeſus Chriſt. I heartily own 
him to be = Lord; and I ſtudy in all things to 
approve my ſelf his fincere Subject I can heartily 
lay to him, what is the Voice of ſan&ified Souls, 
Iſa. xxvi. 13. O Lord our God, other Lords beſides 
thee have had Dominion over us; but now by thee 
only will we make mention of thy Name. 

(6.) I find my Defires and Delights turn'd quite 
another Way than once they were. 

I. ] I do not chiefly defire the good things of this 
World, but God in Chriſt, his eſpecial Fa- 
vour. Pſal. iv. 7. There be many that ſay, who 
will ſhew us any Good ? but (the Language of my 
Soul is] Lord, lift thou up the Light of thy Coun- 
tenance upon us. 

2. ] I cannot defire the Abſence, but the Pre- 
ſence of God. My Language now to God is not, 
Depart from us, we agſire not the Knowledge of his 
Ways; but, O that I knew where to find bim, that I 
might come even to his Seat. | 

| 3.] I delight in the Work and Service in the 
Ways and Ordinances of God. His Work is my 
Meat and Drink, and I count my Service my per- 
{e& Freedom. I love the revealed Will of God, 
that ſhews me-my Work and Way, and defire my 
Soul may be betrer prepared to obſerve, and do the 
Will of God fincerely, univerſally, and conſtantly. 


8. The eighth Evidence for Heaven is, becauſe 

I love God. I read that Heaven, with all that it con- 
tains, is prepared for them that Jove God. Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor Ear beard, neither hath it emtered into 
the Heart of Man, the things that God bath pre- 
pared for them that love him. Indeed, I do not love 
him as I defire to do; but I have theſe ata wit 
conclude 


1 
conclude that I love God in Sincerity. 
(1) The Laws of God are not grevious to me. 
1 John v. 3. This is the Love of God, that we keep 
his Commandments, and his Commandmets are not 


grevious. My Heart approves of them; I do not 
caſt any of them behind my Back; nor do I allow ! 
of or love a Thought that is contrary to the holy | 
Laws of God. I do not pick and chuſe here and 
there, for ſome of the eafieſt Parts of the true 
Chriſtian's Work; but I have Reſpe& to them all, 
P/al. cxix. 6. I know I keep them poorly ; yet my 
Conſcience is Witneſs, that I am fincere.in Obe- | 


dience. 


(2) I greatly rejoice in any ſenſible Expreſſions 
of God's Love and Favour to my Soul; they are 
my Food, my Strength, and my Life., I ſer my 
Seal to thoſe Teſtimonies of the Lovers of God. 


Pſal. xxx. 5. In his Favour is Life. Pſal. Ixiii. 3 


His loving Kindneſs is better than Life. I delight in | 
his Preſence, and am grieved at his Abſence. And 
I bleſs God, I know what they mean, when he | 


ſhews, and when he hides his Face. 


(30 Iam grieved when God is diſhonoured by 
my ſelf, or others; though, I confeſs, I am not al- 
ways a- like concern'd at Heart for my own, or 
other Sins. I count God's Intereſt my own, and 
the Enemies of God my Enemies, Pſal. cxxxix. 21, 
22. Ido not wiſh them any Evil; for I heartily 
pray for their Souls Good, and am ready to do them 
any Service for their Bodies, or Eſtates; but though | 

e | 


they ſhould be my own Relations, I think 
worſe of them, as they are Enemies to God. 


. (4, Iloye all the Children of God, for the Fa- | 
ther's ſake, and for the Grace of God in them, and 


the Image of God upon them; though they are not 
in all things, of my Opinion. And though I know 


and allow, that they have their Failings aad Infir- | 


mities; yet, I cannot bear to hear them ſcoffed at, 


and 


—— 71 | 
and reproached, and their Names abuſed. "Thoſe 
chat honour God, by ruſting in him, and obeying 
of him, I honour them with my very Heart, fn 
do any thing for them; and I look on them with 
uite another Eye, than I do on graceleſs Perſons, 
though thoſe ſhould be never ſo poor, and theſe 
never ſo Rich. Theſe Children of God, I count 
the Excellent 4 the Earth ; my Delight is in them; 
my Heart is drawn out to love them, as ſoon as I 
underſtand that they love God. In this I take ſome 
Comfort; for none can love another for God's fake, 
unleſs they love God. | 
(1.) I find my Heart ready to put a favourable 
Conſtru&ion on whatſoever God is pleaſed to do 
with me, and mine, in the Courſe of Providence. 
I believe he doth all things well; and I am per- 
ſuaded, that he doth all things beſt for me. Love 
thinking no Evil. And I believe my God and Father 
means me no Harm by all my Afflictions, Croſſes, 
and Diſappoinments; for he hath ſaid Verily I will do 
thee Good. And J believe him, and am willing to 
leave him to his own Way, to bring about that 
romiſed Good. From hence I gather theſe three 
hings : k | 
Th That God loved me; for we love bim, be- 
cauſe he firft loved us. My Love to him is but a 
Fruit of his Love to me. gk. 
[2.] Thar all Things do, and ſhall work together 
for my Good, Rom. viii. 28. We know that all things 
work together for Good to them that love God, And 1 
know it, particularly with reſpe&to the Afflictions, 
or at leaſt ſome of them, that I have paſſed under. 
1.] They have been the Candle of the Lord, to 
ſhew me more of my Heart and Life; and there- 
by have ſery'd to humble me. 2 
I By them I have learn d more Re ſignation to 
the Will of God, and to juſtify him in his Pro- 


credlings with me. K 40 


E 
3.] They have been of good Uſe to keep me 
back from Sin, and put me more on the neceſſary 

Work of Watching and Praying ; I have made 
but poor, cold Work of Prayer ſometimes, till God 
awaken'd me by ſome Affliction or other. 

4.] I have thereby learned more experimentally, | 
what Godis in his Perfection; how his Power can 
uphold ; how he hates Sin; how he fulfils his 
faithful Word; how wiſe and gracious he is in his 
Conduct. 

5.] Afflictions have made me more attentive to 
the Word of God, and the Word more ſavoury 
to me. Good Food is very delightful to hungry 
Stomachs; ſo is heavenly Manna to hungty Souls; 
ſuch cannot count it /ight Bread. 

6.] They have cured me of much of my Light- 
neſs and Vanity, and made me more ſerious in Re- 
ligion. Thus out of the Eater came forth Meat, for 

| the Health and tO of my Soul. 
{3:] I gather alſo from my Love to God, that I 
| ſhall enjoy what God hath prepared for his Children 
in Heaven; for they are laid up for thoſe that love 
God. 1 Cor. ii. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard 
nor hath it enter'd into the Heart of Man to conceive 
hat God hath prepared for them that love bim. 
Jam. ii. 5. The Kingdom which God hath prepared 
for them that love him. | 
9. The ninth Evidence for Heaven is, that [I 
love the Lord Feſus Chrift in Sincerity. And I have 
theſe Reaſons to conclude that I love him : 1 
(I.) Becauſe I open my very Heart to him; and 
defire that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould have the entire Poſ- 
ſeſſion and Government of it; and that nothing 
ſhould dwell there that is diſpleafing to him. 
(2.) I love the Word of God; becaule it treats 
fo much of Jeſus Chriſt. I love all the Ordinances 
of God; becauſe they are his appointed Means to 
hold Communion with him, and to grow in Like- 
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neſs to him; both which I much defire. I love to 
be near him ; therefore eſteem one Day in his Courts 
better than a Thouſand elſewhere. 5 7 
(3-) I love them that love Jeſus Chriſt ; but F 
cannot bear them that are Evil ; I do nor delight in 
or Chuſe their Company and Converſation, any fur- 
ther then I may ſerve their Souls, in the Places and 
Bufineſs where the Providence of God calls me. 
But I love the Company of ſuch as love, and walk 
with Jeſus Chriſt. P/al. cxix. 63. I am a Companion 
of all them that fear thee. Wicked Perſons have 
their Company, ſuch as they chuſe and delight to 
be with; and the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt have 
their own Company. As iv. 23 Being let go, the 
went to their own Company, i. e. to their fellow Di 
Ciples, and joined with them in the Worſhip of 
God. Thus, a Chriſtian, a Lover of God and 
Jeſus Chriſt, may be known by bis Company. 
(4.) I love to hear Souls enquiring after Jeſus 
Chriſt, ond profeſſing their Faith in, and Subjecti- 
on to him. I would have all know him, and be in- 
tereſted in him. 
(5.) Learneſtly defire more Love in my Heart to 
ou Chriſt. I am troubled that I am no more ta- 
en with him; therefore I cry to the Author of 
Grace, Lord, increaſe our Faith; Lord, help 
Unbelief. For I am perſuaded, if I had more F aich 
in Jeſus Chriſt, I ſhould have more Love to him; 
for Faith worketh by Love. Or Love to Chriſt will 
bear Proportion to our Faith in him. | 
(6.) My great Care is, to a& and walk according 
to the Commands and Example of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Fobn xiv. 21. He that hath my Commanaments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. And I am con- 
cern'd to imitate the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in unfeign- 
ed Humilty, Heavenly mindedneſs, Zeal for God's 
Glory, and Care for the Salvation of precious Souls. 
Hence I gather . comfortable Truths: 119 
2 1. 
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..] That Jeſus Chriſt loves me. Prov. viii. 17. 
T love them that love me, They are the Words of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | | | 
[a.] That Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelf for me, Gal. 
M- 20. Who loved me, and gave himſelf for me, And 
I have theſe Reaſons for my Concluſion. 
1. ] Becauſe Iam one of the called Sheep of ſe- 
ſus Chriſt. John x. 11. The good Shepherd giveth 
his Life for the Sheep. I find their Characters on 
my felf, Ver. 4, 5. It's ſaid of them, that they hear 
and know the voice of Chrift ; and that they know not 
the voice of Strangers, nor will they follow them; 
but they follow the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 

2.]I find the Characters of the Redeemer on me. 
Rev. xiv. they are thus deſcribed : 

[ 1 They are with the Lamb upon Mount Sion, Ver. 
1. And they follow the Lamb whit herſcever be goeth, 
Ver. 4. As the Lord Jeſus Chriſt walks in the 
wniaft of the Golden Candelfticks, it is my Care to walk 
with him in deligent Obſervation of all his Ordi- 
nances ; and I am willing to be at his Diſpoſal in 
all things. 

{ 2. It is ſaid of the Redeemed, that they have 
their Father's Name written in their Foreheads. And 
I cake Care, that my Converſation may declare all, 
that I am one of the Childern of God, by my con- 
ſtant Practice of Religion and Godlinels, 

{ 3 Ic is faid ot them, that they are firft Fruits un- 
to God. I look on my ſelf as ſuch; for I dedicate 
my ſelf to God, and to his Service, deſiring and 
purpoting to be his for ever. 

4. It is ſaid of the Redeemed, that they have 
20 ule in tbeir Mouths. My Conſcience teſtifies 
for me, that I am truly at Heart, what I defire to 
make a Shew oft before others. I hate Sin, while 
J ſpeak againſt it. I am careful to walk with God 
in ſecret, as well as attend on him in publick Or- 
di nances. I confeſs with ſhame, that ſometimes my 
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Thoughts are vain, unbelieving, and blaſphemous ; 

but they are my Grief and Trouble; I bewail them 
before God, and ask his Help againſt them; for 
I defire not to hide a Thought from him, but as I 
my ſelf ſearch my Heart, ſo I defire that God would 
ſearch me. P/alm. xxvi. 2. Examine me O Lord, 
and prove me; try my Reins and my Heart. I love 
ſearching Truths, and a ſearching Miniſtry, of 
which it may be ſaid, as the Woman did of Chriſt, 
Jobn iv. 29. Come ſee a Man that told me all things 
that ever I did. And ſuch a Miniſtry as is like the 
Sun in its Courſe; of which it is ſaid. Pſal. xix 6. 
Nothing is hid from the Heat thereof. 

[5. Ir is faid of the Redeemed, that they are 
without Faults before the Throne of God. Conſidered 
in my ſelf, I am not without Fault; for I am a 
finful Creature, I fin every Day; and yet I apply 
this to my ſelf; for being clothed with the perleck 
Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, God now beholds 
me in him without Spot, and will behold me with- 
out Fault before the Throne of God. O bleſſed 
be God for Jeſus Chriſt, and his perfe& Righ- 
teouſneſs. 

[3 ] I gather from hence, that I never ſhall be 
ſeparated from the love of Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. viii. 
38, 39. For I am perſuaded, that mether Death, 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, 
nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor Height, 
nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to 
ſeperate us from the Love of God, which is in Chriff 
Jeſus our Lord. | 

[4-] Upon the whole: I conclude, that I ſhall 
go to Heaven, there to be filled with Grace, and 
aisßted with Glory. Prov. viii. 21. That I may 
cauſe them that love me to inherit Subſtance, and I 
will fill their Treaſures. | 

THE 


* 
- 
” 


„ 
The CONCLUSION. 


O W, believing Reader, if thou art ſtill 
in Doubt about thy Eſtate, remember that 
when thy Comforts are gone, thy Covenant-Inte- 
reſt is not gone. A Soul may be nearer to ſeſus 
Chriſt, in humble Truſt and Dependance, and 
ſtrongeſt Deſires, when it is moſt in the Dark; as 
the Moon when at the Change, hath leaſt Light; 
yet it is nearer the Sun, than when it is at the Pull 
Thou mayeſt ſay of thy Soul, when out of Frame, 
as David did of his Houſe 2 Sam. xxiil. 5. A- 
though my Houſe be not ſo with God, yet he hath 
made with me an everlaſiing Covenant, ordered in all 
things and ſure; and this is all my Salvation. For 
thy Salvation doth not depend upon thy Comforts. 
Weeping may endure for a Night; but Foy cometh 
in the Morning. Search out the Occafion, and pray 
for God's Return. P/al, xxxv. 3. Say to my Soal 
I am thy Salvation Cant. viii, 6. Set me as a Seal 
upon thy Heart, as a Seal upon thy Arm; for Love 
is trong as Death, Fealouſy is cruel as the Grave, 
the Coals thereof are Coals of Fire, which hath a 
moſt vehement Flame, Pal. Ii. 12. Reftcre to me the 
Foy of thy Salvation, and uphold me with thy free 
Spirit. | 

"If thou art a true Believer, this thou mayeſt take 
Comfort in, that though the Spirit of God is not 
working in thy Soul at preſent, as the Comforter; 
yet he is ſtill working in thee as the Spirit of Grace: 
And this thou may'ſ{t take for an Evidence of it, 
thou canſt not chuſe but mourn over his Abſence, 
and long for his Return. 

But Fry Evidence, for Heaven are clear, have 
2 Care of blurring them. Beware of Sin; ſhun all 
Appearance of Evil ; watch againſt Satan's Temp- 
tations. Satan hath deſired to have you, that he may 
fit you as Wheat. This was ſpoken to the * 
ples 
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ples, after they had received ſome eſpecial Mark of 
Chriſt's Favour. But, though Satan and Corruption 
are ſtrong, hold on, you are aſſured of Victory; 
for the Battle is the Lord's. The Captain of our 
Salvation is ſtronger than the Giants in the Way; 
and the Lion of the Tribe of Fudab, ſtronger than 
the roaring Lion of Hell. Quench not the Spirit; 
beware of Security; ſay not, becauſe of thy pre- 
ſent Comforts, My Mountain ſtands flirong, I ſhall 
never be moved. Neglect no religious Exerciſes, 
nor ſuffer * ” be formal in them. Be act 

lothful in Buſineſs; but ferveat in Spirit, ſervin 

* Ted Tanke this for 4 certain Rule 1 hy 
Aſſurance, or ſuppoſed Aſſurance of Heaven does 
not make thee careful about the Practice of Holineſs 
and bind thee cloſe to thy Duty towards God and 
Men, in God's Houle, and in thy ſeveral Relations, 
it is all a Cheat. 2 Cor. vii. 1. Having theſe Pro- 
miſes, Dearly Beloved, let us cleanſe our ſelves from 
all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, and perfect 
Holineſs in the Fear of God. 1 John iii. 3. He that 
bath this _ in him, purifyeth himſelf as God is 
pure. Whatſoever thy Attainments and Enjoyments 
are, take Care to live by the Faith of the Son of God, 
for Comforts to the believing Soul are ſent, as 
Cluſters of Grapes brought over into the Wilder- 
neſs, not that we may be ſatisfied with a Taſte, and 
with Firſt Fruits of Grace and Heaven; but that 
the Taſte might wet our Defires after full and un- 
interrupted Enjoyment ; for thus we ſhould reaſon 
with our ſelves: If theſe Crumbs were ſo ſweet, 
what will the full Proyifion of my Father's Houſe 
be! If one Smile of Chriſt's Face be ſo delightful, 
what will the full Vifion of ſeſus Chriſt in Glory 
be ! Though our heavenly Father ſpreads a Table 
for us in the Wilderneſs, yet we ſhould have our 
Eyes and Hearts towards the Holy Land. Hath 
God given thee Grace, and haſt thou ſome good 
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„„ 
Hopes of Heaven through Grace? Then faif not 
to ſtir up thy Soul to bleſs and praiſe the God of 
Grace, Pſal. ciii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5- Bleſs the Lord, 
O my Soul, and all that is wthin me bleſs his 
Holy Name. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and 
forget not all his Benefits : Who Pe all 
thine Iniquities, who healeth all thy Diſeaſes, why 
redeemeth thy Life from Deſtruction, who crowneth 
thee with loving Kindneſs, and tender Mercies ; who 
ſatisfied thy Mouth with good Things, Kc. 

If theſe are thy own Mercies, confider their 

Greatneſs, and thy own Unworthineſs of them; 
that thou mayeſt be more affected with God's great 
Condeſcenſion towards thee, and with thy own hap. 
Eee. | * 

Hence alſo thou may ſt learn Contentment in 
every Condition. If thou haſt but little of this 

World's Good; yet remember, that thou haſt the 
chief Good, and therein thy Condition is far happier 
than Thouſands of the Nobles of the Earth; thou 
art rich in Faith, and an Heir of a Kingdom. If the 
World hates thee, yer God loves thee. Be content 
with thy Lot; for the Lines 1 to thee in plea- 
ſant Places, thou wo a goodly Heritage. Thy Eſtate 
does not confiſt of corruptible things, but incor- 


ruptible, that fade not away; ſuch things as the 


World cannot give, nor take away from thee, 
Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, and the Securit 
of all our Portion in him: To him be Glory ane 


Dominion for ever anda, Amen. 0 tai 
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